AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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THE FALL OF BHEESHMA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



“THE KAURAVA SOLPIERS FLEP IN TERROR 
PURUODHANR CR/Ep TO THE RAK6HASA , 
BLAMBUSHA — 


“ ELBMBUSH A RUSHEP AT THE PANPAVA ARM'S... 


VERV WELL, 
PURVOPHANA 


ALAMBHU6HA, GO ANP 
KILL ABMIMANVU WHILE 
I LAUNCH AN ATTACK 
ON ARJUNA WITH 
PRONA AMP OTHERS. 


“...BNP BROUGHT SLAUGHTER IN ITS 
RANKS ■ | -’- 


" THE FIVE SONS OF DR.hUPAP I FOUGHT 
AL AM BUSH A VALOROUSUi, BUT TO NO 
AVAIL ■ | - 
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THE FALL OF BHEESHMA 


“B&HMBNW THEN CAME TO THE 

Rescue of his brothers. 


i( HE RE LEE SEP POWERFUL WEAPONS ON 
BLftMBUSHft. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


(t HAVING DESTROYED THE ILLUSION OF 
DARKNESS CREATED BY ALAM&USHA, 
ft SHI MAN YU TORMENTED HIM WITH 
ARROWS^ | - 


“ALAM8USHA HAP TO FLEE THE BATTLEFIELD 
IN MORTAL FEAR OF THE YOUNG ABHIMANYU. 



“ THE KAURAVAS SET UPON B HE EM A AN ENTIRE BATTALION OF ELEPHANT- WARRIORS . 
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THE FALL OF BHEESHMA 



" THE FRIGHTENED ELEPHANTS RETREATED IN FEAR,TRAMPLING MANY OF THE KAURAVA 
ARMY ITSELF UNDERFOOT. 


“SATYAK! CHARGED AT BHEESHMA AND 
WOUNDED HIM . \ - 


“HIGHLY ENRAGED,BHEESHMA THREW 
HIMSELF WITH FURY ON THE PANDAVA ARMY. 


"... BUT SATTYAK! DODGED IT. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




“ -THE. PANPAVAS CAME TO THE RESCUE OF 
SATTAK! AND SURROUNDED BHEESHMA. 


“SEEING THIS, PURVOPHANA SAID TP 
DUHSHASANA — 


BHEESHMA IS 
IN PANGER, WE MUST 
SEND REINFORCEMENTS 
FOR HIS PROTECTION. 


“ DURWODHANA THEN SENT SHAKUNI 
WITH A TEN-THOUSAND STRON6 
CAVALRY TO CHECK. THE ADVANCE OF 
THE PANPAVAS. i- 


“BUT VUPHISHTH/RA , NAKULA AND SAHAPEVA 
ROUTED IT COMPLETELY. |- 


“RESOLVED TO CONTAIN THE INDOMITABLE 
PANPAVAS, BHEESHMA CAME TO THE FORE. 
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THE FALL OF BHEESHMA 




“KRISHNA BROUGHT THE CHARIOT TO 
A HALT ANP SAID JO ARJUNA — 


THIS IS 
HOUR. CHANCE, 

0 ARJUNA ! 
ATTACK BHEESHMA 
NOW I 


“A RELUCTANT ARJUNA REPLIED - 


AS HOU WISH, 
KRISHNA . STEER 
THE CHARIOT 
TOWARDS BHEESHMA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



COME, O LOTUS-EVEP » KILL. 
ME IN THIS GREAT WAR! 

I CHERISH NOTHING 
MORE THAN OEATH AT 
l. HOUR HANDS! ^ 


KRISHNA IS 
FURIOUS I 


BHEESHMA IS 
AS GOOD AS 
PEAD NOW ! 


“AS BROUN A CONFRONTED BHEESHMA, THE 
LATTER RAINED ARROWS ON HIM. j- 


g^7 ARJUNA 
H Y SEEMS 
%k RELUCTANT 
)'{ TO FIGHT. 
K I MUST DO 
W 1 SOMETHING? 


KRISHNA HUMPED OFF THE CHARIOT... 


...AND CHAR&ED AGAINST BHEESHMA. 


“ BHEESHMA, HOWEVER, WELCOMED KRISHNA. 




I**' 
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THE FALL OF BHEESHMA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



'KRISHNA CONSOLED HIM 


r DO NOT GRIEVE , ^ 

o vudhishthira. at 
hour town and, i m 

READV TO KILL 8HEESHMA 
BUT ARdUNA HAS VOWED 
TO KILL HIM... > 


‘AFTER NIGHTFALL, LEAVERS OF THE 
PANPAVA ARMH ASSEMBLED TOGETHER. 
FORA CONFERENCE.ADDRESSING KRISHNA 
'iUDHISHTHIRA SAID - 


ONLV HOU CAN HELP US 
OUT OF THIS DILEMMA ,0 KRISHNA. 
WE DO NOT WISH TO KILL BHEESHMA, 
BUT IF WE DO NOT, HE WAV 
BRING ABOUT THE ANNIHILATION 
OF OUR ARMV- 


...AND AS VOUR 
FRIEND, ALLY AND 
WELL-WISHER, IT IS My 
PUTy TO ENSURE THAT 
THE VOW POES NOT 
GO UNFULFILLED. 
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THE FALL OF BHEESHMA 




TO P O FOR VOU ? FISK, AND 
IT WILL BE PONE ! 


VUPHISH7HM 9 QUERIED- 


W O OMNISCIENT ^ 
ONE ! TELL US HOW 1 
VOU CAN BE KILLEP ON 
THE BATTLEFIELP SO AS 
TO SAVE OUR ARMV 
FROM SLAUGHTER J 


W n IS TRUE 
THAT WLI CAN¬ 
NOT WIN THE 
WAR AS LONG AS 
1 AM ALIVE. 

so ■ * * V 


" THE PftNPftVftS, ALONG 
WITH KRl&HNft, THEN 
WENT TO MEET BHEESHMft. 




If 

H 

:JL 


u-i_„_- 


NO, KRISHNA . I WILL 
NOT ASK VOU TO GO 
AGAINST THE OATH 
HOU HAVE TAKEN OF 
NOT TAKING UP ARMS 
IN THIS BATTLE. 
BHEESHMA HAS PRO¬ 
MISED US EVERV 

help outsipe the 

BATTLEFIELD. LET 
US ALL GO AND 
V ASK HIM - 






“THEY Pft/P OBEiSftNCE ftT BHEBSHMft's 
FEET. K-e-- 


WELCOME f O KRISHNA. 
WELCOME,O PANDAVAS. WHAT 
IS IT THAT VOU WANT ME 


... LET ARJUNA SHOOT 
HIS ARROWS AT ME 
STANDING BEHIND 
SHIKHAND!. SINCE I WILL 
NOT ATTACK SHIKHANDI, 
1 WILL BE VULNERABLE. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



" BACK IN 7 HE PANDAVA CAMP, A DEPRESSED AND 
EMBARRASSED ARdUNA ASKED KRISHNA - 


HERRING THIS,"THE 
PRNPRVAS BOWED TO 
BHEESHMA AND 
RETURNED TO THEIR 
v CAMP. 


WHAT SHALL I VO, 

O KRISHNA ? HOW CAN 
I BRING MVSELF TO KILL 
THIS GRAND OLD MAN IN 
WHOSE LAP I HAVE PLAVEP 
AS A CHILD ? HOW CAN 
I ATTACK HIM WHEN HE 
CHOOSES TO BE UNARMED? 
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THE FALL OF BHEESHMA 





1 SHALL KILL HOU 
TOPAV, . 
O BHEESHMA. § 


I SHALL NOT 
TAKE UP ARMS 
AGAINST yOU. 


THE REDOUBTABLE BHEESHMA 
WAS, HOWEVER., MORE THAN 
A MATCH FOR THE PANDAVA 
v ARM4. .x 


“THE TWO ARMIES charged AGAINST 


“WHEN BHEESHMA AND SHIKHANP) CAME FACE TO 
FACE- 


“ WHEN ARJUNA SAW THIS CONFRONTATION, 
HE SAID TO SHlKHANPl — | -«=^— 


KILL HIMjSHIKHANDl, 
FOR HE CANNOT HARM SOU 
I TOO WILL HELP yOU. 
SHAME ON US IF WE TWO 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




a 


...THE PAN DRV A 


WARRIORS MENACINGLY CLOSED IN ON BHEESHMA ... 




I CRN KILL THE 
PANPAVAS, BUT 
I SHALL NOT DO SO 
NOR WILL I ATTACK 
SHIKHAND1- 


tAH FATHER HAP 
BLESSED ArtE WITH 
THE BOON THAT 
I COULD DIE WHEN 
EVER I WISHED. 


"...END ARJUNA, USING SHIKHANDI AS A 
SHIELD, REACHED WITHIN CLOSE RANGE 
OF BHEESHMA . 


"AN ISOLATED BHEESHMA WAS NOW 
COMPLETELY SURROUNDED BV PANDADA 


WARRIORS. 
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THE FALL OF BHEESHMA 



THESE SHARP AND /WI6HT</ 
ARROWS CANNOT BE THOSE 
OF SHIKHANDI • I AW CERTAIN 
THEY ARE ARdUNA'S. 


{< ARdUNA’S SHARP ARROWS WOUNDED 
BHEESHMA. I- 


BHEESHMA SAID 70 DUHSHASANA — 


THE PANDAUAS RAINED AN INCESSANT SHOWER OF ARROWS ON BHEESHMA 


...AND FELL 


“ WITH A FEW HOURS TO 60 BEFORE 
SUNSET, BHEESHMA LOOKED TO THE 
5KV IN THE EAST ... \ - 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



" IN HEAVEN THE GODS LAMENTED 
LOUDLY THE FALL OF THIS MIGHTV 
HERO. |—: - — -“Tr 


THE SUN IS YET IM HIS 
SOUTHERN VOYAGE - 1 DO 
NOT WISH TO DIE AT THIS 
INAUSPICIOUS HOUR. 


“ HOLT SAGES, LIVING ON THE MANSAROVAR] 
TOOK THE FORM OF SWANS AND CAME TO 
VISIT BHEE&HMA. BHEESHMA ASSURED 
THEM - 1- . - - - - - 


I SHALL NOT PIE 
TILL THE SUN TRAVELS 
„ NORTHWARD. 


THE KAURAVA WARRIORS WERE OVERCOME BY GRIEF 


r T 


rW 



k j (k AjE 

\ TtSW 

J 


fmm' 




* A AWTHICAL LAKE SAIP TO EXIST ON THE HIWALAVAS - 
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THE FALL OF BHEESHMA 



“SOON, THE MORAVA AND PANDAVA 
WARRIORS CAME AND STOOP ALL 
AROUND^ BHEESHMA. | - 


" &OTH PRONA AND THE PANDA VAS SENT 
MESSENGERS ALL AROUND, CALLING FOR 
A CEASE FIRE. I- 
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THE FALL OF BHEESHMA 




“ 7HE NEXT MORNING ft LARGE NUMBER OF PEOPLE, ftS WELL ftS 7 HE KftURftVft ftND 
PRNDftVA WARRIORS, CftME TO PRY THEIR LAST RESPECTS TO BHEESHMA. 


"BHEESHMA WAS PLEASED. 


“AS PHYSICIANS CAME UP TO REMOVE 
THE ARROWS FROM BHEESHMA'S BODY, 
HE CALLED OUT TO DURYOPHANA. 


SON,SEN V THESE 
PHYSICIANS AWAY WITH DUE 
HONOUR.! WISH TO BE CREMAT- 
ED.AS BEFITS A HERO,ALONG 
WITH THESE ARROWS. 




Nvv, . 




O ARdUNA I YOU 
HAVE GIVEN WE THE 
MOST APPROPRIATE 
HEAD-REST. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



“ 7 HE KINGS BROUGHT THE CHOICEST FOOD AND 
PITCHERS BRIMMING WITH COOL WATER. BUT 
BAEESHMA WOULD NOT ACCEPT THEM. 



“AS BROUN A ARRIVED — 

^O ARJUNA « HOU 

ALONE CAN PROVIDE 


u ARdUNA CLIMBED UP HIS CHARIOT AND SHOT 
THE PARdANNA * WEAPON INTO THE EARTH. 



* LITERALLV, RAIN 
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THE FALL OF BHEESHMA 



"WS THIRST QUENCHEP, BHEBSHMP) SHIP 
•TO OURTOOHHNH — i- 


O pURVODHANA, MAKE 
PEACE WITH THE ALL- 
POWERFUL ARdUNA. DO NOT 
PELAV NOW ANV /WORE - 
LET MV PEATH BE THE 
HARBINGER OF PEACE. 




GIVE AWAV HALF THE 
KING POM TO VUPHISHTHIRA, 
O PURV0DHANA . LET THERE 
BE PEACE AND HAPPINESS 
AMONG PEOPLE. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 




NEVER 


€ BUT BHEESHMWS WORpB OF WlBPOM PIP NO T BPPEBL 
JO PURVOPHBNfi BNP HE LEFT SWING — 


U KARNR WfiS FILL BP WITH 8 N8MELESB 
FEBR ON HERRING OF THE FBLL OF 


he HESflBNTLW BPPROBCHEP BhEE&HMR. 
—- HE WPS IN TERRS m 


BHEBShfm * 


O BHEESHAAfl 
J AM THE SBME 
KflRNfl WHOM 
YOU /UWflVS 
PESPtSED t 


“BHEESHM8 OPENEQ HIS EVES BNP 
WBUEP THE GUBRPS AWRY. 
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THE FALL OF BHEESHMA 



CHILD ! VOU ARE NOT 
RAPHA’S BUT KUNTI’S 
SON BV THE GOP SUMA*. 
AND I PO NOT PESPtSE 

vou. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



HflRNf) REPLIEP 


I HAVE BEEN LOYAL 
TO PURVOPHANA ANP 
HAVE BEEN HAPPY TO 
BE ASSOCIATE? WITH 
HIM. I HAVE PROMISE? 
HIM HELP IN EVERY 
VENTURE. HOW CAN 
I BETRAY HIM NOW ? 


0 BHEESHMA « 

I KNOW THAT I AM THE 
SON OF KUNTI, NOT OF 
RADHA. BUT MY MOTHER 
ABANPONED ME AT 
v BIRTH. 


BLESS ME, O GRANPSIRE, THAT 
I MAY FI6HT THIS WAR. FORGIVE 
ME MY IMPERTINENCE ANP 
THE HARSH WORDS. I MAY 
HAVE SPOKEN TO YOU. 


I WILL SACRIFICE MY 
WEALTH, MY FAMILY, MY VERY 
LIFE FOR PURVOPHANA. I WISH 
TO FOLLOW MY DHARMA AND 
CONTINUE FIGHTING ARdUNA 


VERY WELL,OKARNA, 
IF YOU ARE SO RESOLVED. 
FI6HT THE WAR AND 
ATTAIN HEAVEN. 


KARNA WENT 
AWAY TO JOIN 
PURYOPHANA. 
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THE FALL OF BHEESHMA 



HE 16 AWARE OF HOUR 
GENEROSITY. HE WILL ASK HOU 
FDR THE KAVACHA * ANP KUNPALAS® 
THAT MAKE HOU INVINCIBLE 
v IN WAR. 


SON, INPRA IS ^ 
ABOUT TO COME 
TO HOU IN THE GUISE 
OF A BRAHMANA- 




“AARNA THEN RECALLED HIS DREAM tN WHICH HIS 
FATHER SURVA + APPEARED IN THE FORM OF ft LEARNED 
BRAHMAN A. |— 


+ KARNA WAS BORN TO KUNTI WITH THE BLESSINGS OF SURYA ,TH£ SUN GOP. 
* ARMOUR ® EAR-RINGS. 995 










































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



KftRNft REPLIED 


f I CANNOT REFUSE 
A MEN PICANT, O SURVA, 
I VALUE m REPUTATION 
MORE THAN MV VERY 
LIFE. I SHALL GIVE AWAY 
MY KAVACHA AND 
KUNDALAS, IF INPRA 
ASKS FOR THEM. 


VO NOT GIVE 
THEM AWAY TO INPRA, 
MY SON. HE WISHES 
TO MAKE YOU 
VULNERABLE TO 
HIS SON ARdUNA. 


KBRNf) WOKE UP, 7HOU6HTFUL 


WELL , IF YOU ARE 
DETERMINED TO DONATE 
"THEM, ASK INPRA FOR 
A POWERFUL WEAPON 
IN RETURN- 


WAS IT A DREAM ? 

IF NOT, I SHALL CERTAINLY 
ASK INDRA FOR A MIGHTY 
WEAPON IN RETURN FOR 
MY KAVACHA ANP 

KUNPALAS- , 


miming 

imgiira 
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THE FALL OF BHEESHMA 


/N THE MORNING AS KARNA STOOP IN 7 HE STREAM OF A RIVER, PAVING HOMAGE 70 
SURVA, A BRAHMAN A APPROACHEP HIM. I- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



OH,SO yOU ARE 
INPRA . WELL , I SHALL 
GIVE VOU WHAT MOU 
SEEK, BUT THAT 
WOULP /MAKE ME 
VULNERABLE IN 
WAR. SO... 


...IN RETURN GIVE 
ME ONE OF yOUR 
POWERFUL WEAPONS, 
ANP LET My BPPy 
REMAIN UNMUTILATEP 
AFTER I HAVE PONATEP 
THE KAVACHA ANP 
KUNPALAS- 
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THE FALL OF BHEESHMA 


“V- 


O KINS , KARNA RECEIVEP FROM 
INPRA THE HIGHLY POTENT AM06HA 
WEAPON. INPRA, HOWEVER,WARNEP 
KARNA NOT TO USE THE WEAPON 
UNTIL ANP UNLESS HIS VERV LIFE 
WAS THREATENEP. 



'7HUS ENPS THE 7HIRTV-SECOND SESSION OF OUR RENDERING OF 
WASA’S IMMORTAL IT/HASA, THE MAHABHARATA . 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



Mahabharafe -33 


DRONA'S VOW 





O KING ,THE FALL OF BHEESHMA 
PLUN6EP THE KAURAVA ARMY IN 
GRIEF. THE HAPLESS WARRIORS 

Called upon karna to save 

THEM FROM THE DOOM THAT 
SEEMED CERTAIN . 


" 7HB SRIEF-S7RICKEN KFtURBVES RE ME MBS REP KfjRNf ). 


THE TIME HAS COME 
FOR KARNA TO COME TO OUR 
AIP. HE HAP PROMISEP TO 
ABSTAIN FROM THE WAR 
AS LONG AS BHEESHMA 
WAS ALIVE. 


YES,THIS IS 
THE OPPORTUNITY FOR 
HIM TO PROVE HIS VALOUR. 
LET US SUMMON HIM. 


1000 















































DRONA’S VOW 




"KARNA'S CHARIOT WAS THEN FILLED 
WITH WEAPONS. \ - 


“KARNA PREPARED HIMSELF FULL V FOR THE 
BATTLE AHEAD. , - 


"RISING TO THE OCCASION, KARNA 
ARRIVED RIDING HIS CHARIOT 70 
MEET THE GRIEF-STRICKEN DURVO- 
PHANA. 


GIVE ME,0 WARRIORS, THE 
BEST OF WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT, 
SO THAT I MAV DISCHARGE MV 
PUTV OF PROTECTING VOU 
V AT THIS HOUR OF PISTRES&. 


THE KAURAVA FORCES HAVE 
BEEN ORPHANED AND 
DEMORALISED. I MUST 
PROTECT THEM AS 
\ ABLV AS DID BHEESHMA. 


THE MIGHTV BHEESHMA 
HAS FALLEN. IT IS AS IF THE 
SUN ITSELF HAS FALLEN 
FROM THE SKIES. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



^ O KARNA, ^ 

1 REGARD YOU AS THE /WAN 
WHO CAN SAVE US AFTER 
&HEESHMA. BEHOLD THESE 
GREAT WARRIORS, AND 
_ TELL WE... y. 


u PUR YODHfiNfi THEN SMP — 


...WHO, A/WONG THEM 
l& FIT TO BE OUR. NEXT 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 


" PUR YO PH ft NR Snip TO PRONft 


O LION AMONG MEN ! 

I BESEECH YOU TO BE OUR 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND 
TO LEAP US INTO BATTLE. 


HENCE 1 WOULD APVI&E HOU 
TO APPOINT THIS VENERABLE 
WARRIOR OUR NEXT 
. COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 


" MRNft REPL1EP— 


O KING, NOT ONLV IS 
PRONA THE SENIOR MOST 
AMONG US &UT HE HAS 
BEEN ALSO A TEACHER 
TO MOST OF US.THERE 
IS NONE AMONG US 
WHO WILL NOT 
FOLLOW A LEADER 
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DRONA’S VOW 


“UPON Pi REPLIED — 




“PuRTODHANA THEN PERFORMED THE INVESTITURE CEREMONY OF 
DRONA RS THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE KAURAVfl FORCES . 




u DRONA THEN ARRAVEP THE KAURAVA FORCES AND 
PROCEEDED TO THE BfTTTLEFIELP. 
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DRONA’S VOW 


" THE PRNDfim FORCES WERE SCATTEREP BEFORE THE ONSL&UGH7. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 







VURVODHRNft SftIP 


0 REVERED ONE l 
IF VOU WISH TO PLEASE 
ME^SEIZE VUPHI5HTHIRA 
AND BRINS HIM BEFORE 
V ME. 


IF VUDHISHTHIRA IS 
KILLED, THE REST OF THE 
PANDAVAS WILI, NEVER 
SPARE OUR LIVES. 


BECAUSE,0 VENERABLE 
ONE, VUDHI&HTHI RA’S PERTH 
WILL SPELL NOT MV VICTOR*/ 
. BUT MV DOOM. 


<‘0 RON ft Sft/P TO QUR VOOHRNft — 


O KING ! BV GIVING ME 
THE COMMAND OF THE 
FORCES, VOU HAVE BESTOWED 
AN HONOUR ON ME-TELL ME, 


QKQNH ftSKBD 


PURVOPHftNf) REPLIED - 


O KING ! 

VOU WANT 
ME ONLV TO 
CAPTURE HIM? 
VOU DON’T 
WANT HIM 
TO BE KILLED? 


INSTEAD, IF VUPHISHTHIRP 
IS CAPTURED AND AGAIN 
PERSUADED TO PLAV PICE 
WITH ME HE WILL LOSE 
IN THE SAME . THE 
PANPAVAS WILL ONCE 
AGAIN BE BANISHED 
INTO THE FOREST. 
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DRONA’S VOW 






SO LONG AS VUDHISHTHIRA 
IS UNDER THE PROTECTION OF 
ARtIUNft, | CANNOT CAPTURE 
HIM- SO YOU MUST SEPARATE 
ARUUNA FROM YUPHI&HTHIRA 


O ARdU NR,YOU ARE 
AWARE OF DRONA’S INTENT 
AS WELL AS THE CONDITION 
LAID DOWN BY HIM. 


“PRONG WAS THOUGHTFUL — 


“WHEN HU PHI&HTHIRA GOT TO KNOW OF 
PRONA’S RESOLVE, HE SFOKE TO ft RdUNA. 


THINK OF A 
STRATEGY THAT 
WILL ENSURE THAT 
I WILL BE UNDER 
YOUR IMMEDIATE 
PROTECTION . 


HE THEN LA IP DOWN 


CONDITION 


I SHOULD HAVE 
SUSPECTED 
HIS WICKED 
MOTIVE . 


O KINS, DURYODHANA KNEW THAT 
PRONA HAD A SOFT CORNER FOR 
THE PANPAVAS-HE THEREFORE MADE 
A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF DRONA'S 
PROMISE SO THAT HE COULD NOT GO 
BACK ON HI& WORDS. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



THE SKY MAY FALL TO PIECES 
AND THE EARTH MAY SPLIT ASUNDER 
BUT PRONA WILL NOT TAKE YOU 
CAPTIVE AS LONS AS I AM ALIVE. 


O KING, IT l& AS 
REPREHENSIBLE FOR ME 
TO KILL MY TEACHER AS 
IT IS TO ABANDON YOU. 
HENCE I SHALL NOT LET 
EITHER HAPPEN. y 


^TSprsr 


" ARdUNA REPLIED - 


- - j*-*™. 
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DRONA'S VOW 



"A&HIMANRU THEN FLUNG PAURAVA OFF HIS 
CHARIOT. I- - —~W - 


“PRONG ATTACKED AND SCATTERED 
PHRISHTAPVUMNA’S FORCES. 


"RING PAURAVA AND A8H/MANVU TORMENT ED 
ONE ANOTHER WITH A VOLLEW OF ARROWS. 


ABH/MANUU THEN TOOK UP A SWORD AND 
A SHIELD AND CHARGED AT PAURAVA. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



BOTH FOUGHT WITH MATCHLESS VALOUR 


dAVADRATHA STRUCK ABHiMANVU’S SHIELD BUT H/S 


SWORD WAS SMASHED INTO PIECES 


“AN ENRAGED dATADRATHA COULD NOT TOLERATE PAURAl/A BEING HUMBLED THUS. 
HE JUMPED OFF HIS CHARIOT IN A FUR 1 /. |---—- 


“SEEING JAVADRATHA COMING, ABH/MANVU 
RUSHED AT HIM - 
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DRONA’S VOW 
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DRONA’S VOW 


"THE WEAPON HILLED THE CHARIOTEER AND FLUNG SHALVA OFF THE CHARIOT. THE 
PANDAVAS CHEERED ABH/MANVU. I- 



VICTORS' TO 
ABHIMANSU ! 


HAIL 

ABHIMBNVU! 




* 




“HIGHLY ENRfiGZP, SHfiLWf) RUSHEP AT 
fiBH/MANVU WITH- A MfiCE. | - 




“ PBHIMftNWU TOO TOOK UP A MftCE BUT BHEEMft 
INTERVENEP. ' 


LET ME 
PEAL WITH HIM, 
ABHIMflNVU. 
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DRONA’S VOW 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



r I HAD TOLD ^ 
W,0 KINS, THAT 
YUDHISHTHIRA IS 
INACCESSIBLE TO ME 
AS LONS AS ARJUNA IS 
SHIELDING HIM. 


“AN EMBARRASSED DRONA SAID 70 
PURVODHANA — 


BUT IF 

SOME BOD V CHALLENGES 
ARJUNA TO A BATTLE 
AND LURES HIM AWAY, 

I SHALL BE ABLE TO 
TAKE YUDHISHTHJRA 
v CAPTIVE. / 


\ 




V A 


tf 
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DRONA’S VOW 



'THE KAURAVAS NOW BROUGHT THE PREVIOUS NIGHT'S PLAN INTO OPERATION THE NEXT 
MORNING. /— -—-—s™ «r-- 


THE VALIANT 
BHAGADATTA CAN 
PEAL WITH THE 
REMAINING 
PANPAVA ARM*/. 


ARdUNA WILL 
BE LUREP 
AWAV BV THE 
SAMSHAPTAKAS 


NOW MV 
GOAL I a 
CLOSE AT 
HANP. 


u &HAGAPATTA ATTACKED BHEEMA IN HIS 
CHARIOT. 1- W -- 


BHAGADATTA‘S ELEPHANT 
TRAMPLED THE CHARIOT 

UNDERFOOT. I- 


lt AS HE STROKED THE ELEPHANT ON THE BELLY, 
THE BEAST QUIETENED DOWN, j- 


'‘BUT BHEEMA KNEW HOW TO BRING A 
RAGING ELEPHANT UNDER CONTROL. 

HE QUICK Of DUCKED UNDER THE p-- 

ELEPHANT'S BELLA. —— - 1 


I MUST WAIT 
FOR ANOTHER. 
ELEPHANT TO 
COME THIS 
WAV. 


* MERCENARIES WHO HAVE VOWEP TO FIGHT THE BATTLE TO PEATH. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



ALAS ! BHEEMA HAS 
BEEN KILLEP BV THIS 
ELEPHANT. 


“UNABLE TO SEE BHEEMA AN'S WHERE, THE 
p andA y a arm y panicked . | - 



“BHEBMfl THEN ESCAPED QUIETLY FROM 
UNDERNEATH THE ELEPHANT. 


“ YUPH/SHTHIRA AND HIS FORCES 
ATTACKED BHAGADATTA’s ELEPHANT, 
WHO WAS NOW OH THE RAMPAGE 
AGAIN AFTER. BHEEMA'S ESCAPE . 




a THE ELEPHANT GATHERED Up SATYAKl’s 
CHARIOT IN HIS TRUNK AND HURLED IT FAR. 



' ARUUNA WAS ALARMED BY THE WILD FURY OF THE ELEPHANT. 

O KRISHNA, BHASflPATTA’S \ 

ELEPHANT IS PLACING HAVOC ] 

WITH OUR ARMV.TAKE THE 
CHARIOT TO HIM. I SHALL_./ 


1018 

























































DRONA’S VOW 





“TURNING 7O THE SBMGHAPTAHAS, ARdUNA 
launched a merciless attack on them. 


“ARJUNA WAS NOW ON THE HORNS OF A 
DILEMMA. I--—“ 


Th£ SAMSHAPTAKAS 
ARE PARING ME TO 
FtGHT. SHOULD 
I ACCEPT THEIR 
CHALLENGE OR BRING 
BHAGDATTA’s 
ELEPHANT TO HEEL? 


O 


“THE SAMSHAPTAKAS WERE WELL MATCHED AGAINST ARdUNA . W£V HARASSED HIM 
AND HIS CHARIOTEER KRISHNA GREATLS. | 


“SUDDENLS A CALL AROSE FROM THE 
NORTHERN. QUARTER ^. |- 


ARJUNA! 
ARJUNA I 


COME 
HITHER! 
FIGHT 
WITH US| 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




" SO -THICK WHS THE AIR WITH THE ARROWS 
AND WEAPONS THAT KRISHNA LOST SIGHT 
OF ARdUNA. |- 


”WHERE ORE 
HOU.O ARdUNA ? 
ARE W(J STILL 
ALIVE? 


' HEARING THIS , ARdUNA DREW OUT 
THE BRAHMASTRA ••• 


“...AND RELEASED IT. 
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DRONA’S VOW 



“PERCEIVING 7HE DESTRUCTIVE POWER OF 
ARJUNA , KRISHNA SA/P. i- 


" ARJUNA'S CHARIOT ADVANCED TOWARDS 

bhagadAtta Riding his elephant. 


VERV well pone, 

O ARJUNA. YOU HAVE 
PE&TROVED THOUSRNDS 
OF SAMSHA PTAK A S 
WITH A SINGLE BLOW. 


TAKE ME TO 
BHAGADATTA 
v NOW. 


“AS THE ELEPHANT CHARGED AT 

arouna menacingly ... .- 


“...KRISHNA SUDDENLY TURNED THE CHARIOT 
AWAY AND LET THE BEAST PASS f i- 


THEN ARjJUNA BLEW THE ELEPHANT’S ARMOUR TO PIECES. 


* IT WAS AGAINST THE ROLES OF WARFARE TO ATTACK SOMEBOPy WITHOUT WARNING HIM 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 






“ TORTURED BW ARdUNA’S ARROWS 
BHAGAPA7TA NOW RELEASED THE POWERFUL 
VftlSHNAVA WEAPON AGAINST ARdUNA . 


"SHIELDING BROUN A FROM THIS ALL- 
DESTROWING WEAPON, KRISHNA LET 
IT FALL ON HIS OWN CHEST, j 


f ‘AND LO > THE WEAPON CHANGED 
INTO A RESPLENDENT GARLAND, 
ADORNING THE LORD’S BOSOM. 


“ BUT ARJUNA WAS PAINED TO SEE THIS 


O KRISHNA ! IT IS 
NOT PROPER THAT WOU 
BREAK HOUR VOW OF 
NOT TAKING PART IN 
THE WAR. VOU SHOULP 
LET ME PO THE FIGHTING 
WHILE l CAN, AND ONLV 
COME TO MV RESCUE 
WHEW 1 AM HELPLESS. 


"KRISHNA SMILED — 
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DRONA'S VOW 



“MAN y VEARS AGO PRI7HVI, 
THE GODDESS EARTH 
APPROACHED ME WHEN 
! WAS IN THE FORM OF VISHNU. 


Q ARdUNA , | SAVE 
THIS ALL - PESTROVING 
UNCONQUERABLE 
WEAPON TO 
v NARAKASURA. 


^ O LORD] 
GIVE MV SON 
NARAKASURA 
THE MOST 
POWERFUL 
V WEAPON. „ 


O ARJUNA, 1 HAVE 
PROTECTED VOU BV 

depriving him of 
THE WEAPON. 
PROCEED NOW TO 
KILL HIM. y 


AND &HASAPATTA 
OBTAINED IT FROM 
HIM* WHO CAN 
ENDURE THE 
TERRIBLE IMPACT 
OF SUCH A 
, WEAPON BUT ME? 


“IN ONE SHOT ARdUNA SENT BHAGADATTA’S 
ELEPHANT TO ITS DEATH . i- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




"MOUNTS NEXT AIMED H/S ARROW AT THE 
CLOTH BAND AND TORE 17 AW AT. i- 


" WITH ANOTHER ARROW HE PUT AN ENP 
TO THE UFE OF BHfl&PATTA . j - 


“ARdUNA THEN SWIFTLY TURNED TO 
CONFRONT THE TWO SONS OF SHRRUNt 
WHO WERE RAINING ARROWS ON HIM. 


wxwm 


{ ‘ANP THEN 


O ARJUNA! LOOK 
CAREFULLY AT BHAGPATTA. 
HE IS A VERY OLP MAN BUT 
VERY VALOROUS. HIS EYELIDS 
ARE KEPT OPEN BY A PIECE OF 
CLOTH AROUND HIS FORE HEAP. 
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DRONA'S VOW 



“ THIS ENRAGED SHAKUNI WHO BROUGHT FORTH 
HIS ILLUSORY POWERS TO CONFOUND BROUN A. 


*FIERCE BEASTS ROSE TO THREATEN ARJUNfy ON ALL SIDES. 


tl ARdUNA DESTROYED THEM AND 
THE DARKNESS BY THE WEAPON OF LIGHT* 


"SEEING THE ILLUSION DESTROYED, 
SHAKUNt FLED ON H/& SWIFT HORSE. 


* JVOTI-ASTRA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



“ TORMENTED 8V AR.UHNA ’& FURW, THE 
KpURAVA FORCES RAN HELTER- 
SKELTER . 


t{ iN THEIR EXTREME BEWILDERMENT AND 
FEAR t THEY EVEN ATTACKED EACH OTHER. 



“THE FLEEING, HELPLESS KAURAVAS 
CALLED OUT — 


f KARNA? 
t O KARNA! 


"EARNA DIP TRW TO CONFRONT ARJUNA — 


"... BUT COULD NOT BEAR ARJUNA’5 WRATH 
FOR LONG AND FLED THE FIELD. 
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DRONA’S VOW 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



“ THE NEXT MORNING , BEFORE 7 HE WAR STARTED, DURHOVHANA 
APPROACHED DRONA AND SAID — rr?-— 


ARE WE HOUR 
FOB5,0 GRANDSIRE ? 


VOU GAVE ME HOUR YJORD 
BNP Pi RE NOW GOING BACK 
ON IT. POES THIS BEFIT A 
GREAT MAN LIKE HOU ? 


HOU HAVE STILL 
NOT CAPTUREP 
VUPHISH7HIRA. 
HOW IS IT THAT 
HOU HAVE FAILEP 
IN HOUR 
RESOLVE ? 



FULFIL VOUR WISH 


" PRONA WAS HURT AND UNHAPPV 


TO KIN6 DO NOT 
CONSIDER. ME A TRAITOR. 
- r*V I AM DOING MV BEST TO 



I GIVE HOU MV 
SOLEMN WORD 
TQPA V, O KING... 
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DRONA’S VOW 



THE THIRTEENTH PAY 
Of THE WAR DflWNEP, 
O KING, SPELLING 
PI&flSTER FOR THE 
PflNDfiVAS, 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



Mahabfiarafa - 34 

The Slaying Of Abnimanyu 









O KING,ON -THE THIRTEENTH PAV OF 
THE WAR, PRONA RESOLVEP TO KILL 
AT LEAST ONE GREAT PANPAVA 
MAHARATHI* IN THE COURSE OF THE 
PAV'S BATTLE. HE ARRBYEP HIS 
FORCES IN A CKAKRAVyUHA? 


% 






/ IT IS A FORMATION,THAT T 
IS ALMOST IMPREGNABLE 
CHALLENGING THE SKILL OF THE 
MIGHTIEST OF WARRIORS. 
ARJUNA OF COURSE IS AN > 
Sk^. EXCEPTION. 


“OATAPRATHA STOOP FIRM LIKE MOUNT MERU BESlpE PRONA Fff THE ENTRANCE TO THE 
CHAKRAVyuHA. BEHIND HIM WERE ASHWATTHAMA ANP OTHER WARRIORS - 




rwr/i 




* THE HIGHEST HON OUR BESTOWED OH ft Wft R RJOR . © WHEEL FORMATION. 
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HE SLAYING OF ABHIMANYU 


TO THE FAR SOUTH OF THE BATTLEFIELD 
AWAY FROM THE CHARRAVYUHA.THE 



“ BROUN A RESPONDED TO THEIR CHALLENGE AGAIN, LEAVING THE PANDAVA ARMY TO 
STRUGGLE AGAINST DRONA'S DIFFICULT CHAKRA FORMATION. ALL THE GREAT PANDAVA 
WARRIORS DHRISTRADYUMNA, SHIKHANDI, NAKULA, SAHADEVA ... 

1 --V 



* MERCENARIES WHO VOW N07 TO LEAVE THE BATTLEFIELD, WITHOUT WINNING. 1031 






































AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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THE SLAYING OF ABHIMANYU 



"WUPHISH7HIRR WAS EMSPERfiT- 

EP. |- -7 --c— 

- 1 ( IS THERE NONE IN ) 

r- OUR ARMY WHO A 
V CAN FACE PRONA’S J 
\ WRATH ? ) 


MB 7URN BP 70 ABH/MfiNW , 7HE VOUNG SON OF 
ftRJUNR — |-- 


VO SOMETHING TO SAVE 
US THE EMBARRASSMENT 
WHEN ARJUNA RETURNS 
FROM RGHTJNG THE 
V SAMSHAPTAKAS. ^ 



NONE OF US KNOW 
HOW TO GET ACROSS 
THIS CHAKRAVYUHA. 


BESIPES KRISHNA, AROUNA 
ANP PRAPVUMNA ,ONLV YOU 
KNOW HOW 70 BREAK 
THROUGH THE CHAKRAVyUHA 



ABHIMANYU,USE YOUR 
VALOUR AND SKILL AT THIS 
CRUCIAL HOUR AND DESTROY 
PRONA’S FORCES! 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



...I KNOW ONLY HOW 
TO PENETRATE THE 
CHAKRAVYUHA. 


fl&HIMtWViS RBPltEP 


O SREAT KING! 
FOR THE ©LORY OF 
MY RACE I SHALL 
CERTAINLY FORCE 
MY WAY THROUGH 
THIS FORMIDABLE 
FORMATION BUT... 




0 ABHIMANYU! MAKE AN INROAD 
INTO THIS IMPENETRABLE FOR¬ 
MATION . WE WILL ALL FOLLOW 
YOU IN SI PE ANP PROTECT 
v YOU THEREAFTER. y 


IF 1AM TRAPPED 
INSIDE, 1 WON'T 
KNOW HOW TO FIND 
MY WAY OUT. 


BHEEMft SB/D 


' AT EVERY POINT WHERE 
YOU BREAK THROUGH THE 
FORMATION, WE WILL KILL THE 
MIGHTY WARRIORS OF THE 
KAURAVAS AND CONTINUE TO 
S. SHATTER THE CHAKRA ■ > 


/ SON , I WILL COME 
WITH YOU. BESIDES 
PHRISTRAPVUMNA, WITH 
HIS VALIANT PANCHALAS. 
^ WILL FOLLOW YOU. 
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THE SLAYING OF ABHIMANYU 



COME, 
CHARIOTEER 
LEAP ME ON 
TO PRONA. 


"TWE VMLOROU5 ABHIMANYU 
PB CLARE P — 


SUCH A FEAT 
WILL I PERFORM 
TOPAV THAT MV 
PARENTS ANP MV 
UNCLE KRISHNA 
WILL BE PROUP 
OF ME. 


-THE CHARIOTEER REPLIEP — 


THIS IS A TREMENPOUS 
TASK ASSIGNED TO YOU 
BY YOUR ELPERS.PAUSE 
ANP PONPER AWHILE 
BEFORE YOU SET FORTH 


"ABHIMANYU LAUGHEP ALOUP. 


1035 
















































AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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THE SLAYING OF ABHIMANYU 




'CHARIOTS FELL INTO PIECES AS HE 
ADVANCED. |- 


“HOWEVER, WITHIN MOMENTS, THE 
KAURAVA WARRIORS SURROUNDED HIM. 


“IT WAS A FEARFUL BATTLE THAT 
ABHIMANYU FOUGHT SINGLE-HANDEDLY. 


“UNABLE TO CONTAIN H/S ANGER,PURYO- 

PHANA CHARGED AHEAD AGAINST i- 

ABHIMANYU^ | — -1 


"THE FRIGHTENED RAURAVA ARMY 
SCATTERED^ PELL-MELL , | - 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



" exhorted ey prona^some of the mightv 

WARRIORS RETURNED TO THE SCENE AND 
SURROUNDED DURVOPHANA TO PROTECT HIM 


‘PRONA ENTREATED THE FLEEING 
KAURA VAS — l—-— -=^T" 


HALT.O MIGHTy 
WARRIORS! PROTE T 
PURVODHANA FOR HIS 
VERV LIFE IS IN 

PAN6ER. . 


DURING THE FIERCE BATTLE THAT ENSUED, ABHIMANVU SHATTERED KARNA'S 
ARMOUR. I- —m ^-s. - 


ONE OF HIS ARROWS MADE SHALVA UNCONSCIOUS 
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THE SLAYING OF ABHIMANYU 


'EXCEEDINGLY PLEASED WITH ABHIMANYU'S 
VALOUR, DRONA SAID 70 KRIPA —j 



“AS PUHSNA SANA APPROACHED, ABHIMANYU 
SHA77ERED HIS BOW WI7H AN ARROW. 


“HE T HEN SHOT ARROW AFTER DEADLY ARROW WHICH 
WOUNDED PUHSHASANA AND KNOCKED HIM UNCON¬ 
SCIOUS. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



'‘WHILE PUHSHASANA WHS BEING TAKEN 
AWAH FROM THE BATTLEFIELD • • • i- 


... THE FANPAVA WARRIORS WERE ST/LL TRYING 
TO FOLLOW ABHIMANVU THROUGH THE GAP HE 
HAP MADE IN THE CHAKRA VVUHA • l- 


' KARNA'5 BROTHER TOO CAME UP BEHIND 
HIM TO SUPPORT HIM . i- 


' WITH SPEED, KARNA CHARGED AT 
A8H/MAN HU . l-J-j- 


" BUT ABHIMAHHU KILLED KARNA'5 BROTHER ANP KARNA FILLEP WITH FEAR, FLED FROM 
THE SCENE, jr- -c- 



- h, 

T tC i 

r 
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THE SLAYING OF ABHIMANYU 



"MEANWHILE ,7Ha 07HBR PANPAWS WERE 
TRYING 70 BREAK IN 70 THE CHAKRPVVUHH IN A 
BID 70 REACH ABHIMANVU. i- 


" RBHIMANHU GRER7LH TORMENTED T HE 
RRUR&VA fiRMV* pr- --—-—- 


SEEING THIS f JAWPR87HA RUSHES? JO 7HE SPOT 


mP RESTRAINS!? THE PAN PAWS WHILE 
BRAVELV W ITHSTPNO/N& JHEfR ONSLAUGHT* 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 











































































THE SLAYING OF ABHIMANYU 



"fl HUMtUfiTEQ JfiVfiPRfiTHfi THEN PERFORM 

BP SEVERE BUE7ERITES . SHIVFI THEN r- 

3LBSSBP H}M — f-/I--— 1 


u THE KBURBVBS Hfit LEO dBVBORBTHP'3 VBLOUR BNP RUSH El? TO NtS SUPPORT. 


BRAVO, 

JAYADRATHA! 


OKING, WHEN THE PANPAVAS 
WERE LIVING IN THE FORE ST, d A V A P - 
PATHA HAP ABDUCTED PRAUPAPL 
HOWEVER,THE PANPAVAS CHASED 
Him, FOUGHT WITH Hm AND 
FREED PRflUPADl. 


SANdAVA, 1^ SURPRISED 
AT THE VALOUR AND 
STRENGTH OF JAVAPRATHft. 
HOW DID HE ACCOMPLISH 
THIS REMARKABLE 
FEAT SINGLE-HANDED? 


r FOR A BOON,HE 
ASKED SHIVA THE 
POWER TO OPPOSE 
THE PANDAVAS IN 
WARFARE. HENCE ON 
THE THIRTEENTH 
PAY,HE WAS ABLE 
TO CONTAIN THEIR 
v ADVANCE, 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



I WILL KILL 
HIM' 


ABHIMANVCI IS 
A SECOND VAMA 


"MEANWHILE,ABHIMANVU THOUGH ISOLATED, BATTLED OH BRAVELV INSIDE THE CHAKRA 


I WILL TAKE 
HIM ALIVE' 


“USING THE WEAPONS THAT ARdUNfi HAD OBTAINED FROM THE GANPHAR VA& t ABHIHIANVU 
CREATED THE ILLUSION OF THOUSANDS OF ABHIMANVUS AROUND THE KAURAVAS. i- 


* GOD OF DEATH 
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THE SLAYING OF ABHIMANYU 



" WITH HtM FLED SIX 8ND THEIR FORCES IN MORTAL FEAR OF R8H/lY}RNW, 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




" PRONA LAUGHED ALOUD AND SAID TO KARNA— 


IT WAS I WHO TAUGHT HIS 
FATHER, ARUUNA, TO PON THE 
ARMOUR IN SUCH A WAV THAT 
NO ARROW CAN PIERCE IT. 
ABHIMANYU HAS OBVIOUSLY 
LEARNT THE ART FROM 
V HIS FATHER. ^ 


HIS ARMOUR 15 IMPENETRABLE. 
TRY, IF YOU CAN,TO CUT HIS 
BOW STRING FROM BEHIND, 
ANP DESTROY HIS CHARIOT. 


0V ABHUAAN'iU, 


“SEEING ALL THE KAURAVAS 
KARNA ASKED DRONA — 


TORMENTED 


HOW CAN WE 
KILL ABHIMANYU, 
O GRANDSIRE ? 


"KARNA SAID 


7 OH'.THE PAIN HE IS ^ 
CAUSING ME WITH HIS ARROWS 
IS TOO MUCH RPR ME TO BEAR. 
BUT FOR THE CALL OF DUTY AS 
A WARRIOR I WOULP HAVE 
FLED THE FIELD. 
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THE SLAYING OF ABHIMANYU 



“AND HR! PA SHOT PE ftp BOTH THE REAR 
ATTENDANTS OF ABHIMANHU. i- 


"AND THEN SIH MAHARATHIS SHOWERED ARROWS ON THE 
NOUNS WARRIOR WHO HftD BEEN DEPRIVED OF HIS CHARIOT. 


“ EAGERLH FOLLOWING DRONA’S ADVICE , 
KARNA SHOT ASH/MAN HU '5 BOW TO 
PIECES. 


“KRITAVARMA KILLED ABHIMANHU'S HORSES. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



"UNDAUNTED, mhlMSNVU PICKED UP ft 
SWORD AND SHIELD AND JUMPED INTO 


1HE FRBV* 


9 &RONR CUT THE SWORD AT THE HILT WITH 
SHARP ARROWS* [- 



"ASHWANVU’S SHIELD WftS SHATTERED 8V KARNft. 


“ THE HQUNG WARRIOR 7 HEN PICKED UP A 
WHEEL OF HIS CART AND RUSHED AT DRQNft. 
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THE SLAYING OF ABHIMANYU 



"PlSHWft77HRMft RECOILED UNDER. THE 1HRERT. 


"HE DEMOLISHED CHBRlOlS ••• 


" • • AND KIL L ED ELEPHftN 7S . 


"7ftKING UP ft MftCE, ftBMMftNWU 
PUSHED ftT ftSHWftT7HftMft . | - 


r WITH HIS POWERFUL MftCE HE KILLED ftSHWft77HftMft’S 
HORSES END RE ftp ft7T ENDftNTS- r- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


“HIS CHARIOT DESTROYED BY RBHIMANYU, DUHSHASANA’S SON ALSO TOOK UP A MACE. 





‘HURT BY EACH OTHER’S BLOWS , BOTH 
COLLAPSED SIMULTANEOUSLY TO THE 
GROUND . I---—- 


THE SON OP DUH5HA SANA WAS THE FIRST TO 
K RECOVER. 1- ~^=g ksk; 


HE ISDEfiP 


THE SON OF ARJUNA 
v IS SLAIN ! v 


ABHIMANVU 
IS KILLEP ' 


“HE GOT UP AND STRUCK A HEAVY BLOW 
/111 


RBMMFSNVU FELL NEVER. TO R/SE Ft GRIN 
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THE SLAYING OF ABHIMANYU 


ft THE SOLDIERS OF THE PAN DRV A ARMY 
WERE TERRIFIED TO HE HR THE NEWS ■ 
THE V BEGAN TO FLEE THE BATTLEFIELD. 




“ YUDHiSHTHtRA TRIED TO STOP HIS MEN 
FROM RUNNING AWAY. 

CON IE BACK ! ABHIMANYU 
HAS SURELY ATTAINED 
HEAVEN BY THE VALOUR 
SHOWN ON THE BATTLEFIELD- 
HAVE PATIENCE,WE WILL 
OVERCOME THE ENEMIES. 



ALAS' KRISHNA'S 
BELOVED NEPHEW 
THE VALIANT 
ABHIMANYU ,15 
. DEAD. 


HOW WILL 
WE RELATE THIS 
TRAGEDY TO 
KRISHNA ANP 
. ARdUNA? ^ 


" BUT THE DEMORALISED PAN DRV A 
ARMY RETURNED TO THE CAMP IN 


" INCONSOLABLE , YUPHiSHTHIRA LAMENTED. 

nr - 

I f fl 


HOW WILL I FACE 
ARdUNA NOW ? 
HOW WILL I FACE 
THE BEREAVED 
MOTHER 
SUBHADRA? 
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THE SLAYING OF ABHIMANYU 





W WHVARS THE 
INSTRUMENTS NOT 
PLAYING AUSPICIOUS 
MUSIC TOPAV ? WHV PO 
MV SOLPIERS TURN 
THEIR FACES AWAY ? 




"AS THE y ENTERED THE CAMP, ARdUNA WAS SHOCKED 
AV 7T£ SILENCE THAT GREETED HIM. HE ASKED 
^KRISHNA — F == — - 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



"when he saw his brothers immersed in a 
deep gloom... j —__ _; nr—i 


' WHV POES 
NOT MV SON 
ABHIMANVU 
COME RUNNING 
TO GREET 
. WE? 


HE GUESSED THE TRUTH 


' I HEARD THAT PRONA 
HAD ARRAVED HIS FORCES IN 
CHAKRAVVUHA FORMATION . 
AMONG VOU ONLV ABHIMANVU 
KNEW HOW TO PENETRATE 
V THAT. v 


ALASJ MW 
SON IS 
NO MORE! 


~ I HAP NOT VET TAUGHT 
ABHIMANVU HOW TO 
COME OUT OF THE CHAKRA 
FORMATION. COULD IT 
. BE THAT... j 


... VOU SENT 
THE CHILD INTO 
THE DEADLY 
FORMATION ? 
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THE SLAYING OF ABHIMANYU 



FOR WHOSE ' 

SAKE WILL 1 LIVE 
NOW THAT MV PEAR 
SON IS NO MORE? 
WHENCE WILL MV 
HEART FINP , 

PEACE. 


TELL ME 
HOW MV BRAVE 
SON WAS KILLED 
IN BATTLE. 


HOW UNFORTUNATE 
l AM TO BE BEREFT 
OF VOU , MV SON ! 


r THE BELOVED " 
OF ALL,ABHIMANVU 
LIES FORLORN AMID 
BEASTS AND 
. BIRDS OF PREY. A 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




PIP MY SON 
PIE FIGHTING 
THE MIGHTY 
MAHARATHIS? 


"TURNING TO VUDMISH7HIRR HG SPUD— 


SURELY THEY 
MUST HAVE POUNCED 
ON HIM WHEN HE WAS 
ISOLATED-AND HE 
MUST HAVE REMEMBER 
EP ME WHILE DYING. 





Y YOUR SORROW 
JS CASTING A 

GLOOM OVER ALL 
YOUR BROTHERS 
AND FRIENDS HERE. 
REASSURE THEM, 

V O HERO' 


ALL GREAT 
WARRIORS CRAVE 
FOR DEATH IN THE 
BATTLEFIELD ANP 
ABHIMANYU WAS 
FORTUNATE TO 
PIE SO BRAVELY. 


1056 




















































































THE SLAYING OF ABHIMANYU 





1SHOULP BLAME 
MYSELF FOR LEAVING HIM 
WITH COWARDS LIKE YOU 
WHO COULD NOT DEFEND 
A MERE LAD AND WHO 
V CAN ONLY TALK BIG. A 


..I WOULD 
MYSELF 
HAVE LOOK 
ED AFTER 
HIM. 
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Ill' 


AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


"... FINALLY HUDHISHTHIRA WHOSE HEART 
BRIMMED WITH LOVE AND RESPECT FOR 
AROUNA,SPOKE — 


“AND VUPHISHTH/RA NARRATED HOW JAVADRATHA; 
WITH THE ASSURANCE OF THE BOON GIVEN BV 
SHIVA, RESTRAINED THE PANDAVAS FROM GOING 
TO THE HELP OF ABHtMANVU. 
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THE SLAYING OF ABHIMANYU 



ANYONE WHO DARES 
TO PROTECT JAYAP- 
ratha SHALL DIE at 

MY HANDS. j 


IF I FAIL TO HILL 1 

JAYAPRATHA BY ’ 

SUNDOWN TOMORROW,, 
I WILL CONSIGN 
MYSELF TO A 

s'V FLAMES. ' 


KING 


ANGERED BY THE 


DEATH OF HIS SONjARJUNA 
THUS TOOK THE VOW TO 
HILL dAY'ADRATMPi BEFORE 
SUNDOWN NEXT DAY. 


"THUS ENOS THE THIRTY-FOURTH 
SESSION OF OUR RENDERING OF VYESR'S 
IMMORTAL ITIHASA rAAHA&HARRTA . 


"SOON HE RECOVERED .TREMBLING 
IN INDIGNATION, HE ANNOUNCED. 


AND THEN 
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